Samantha Jones reply testimony

1) Right of first refusal
a) Why has she not exercised it while Donald has?
b) In our order we have first right 1st right of refusal for anything over needing child care for 4 hours you have to first ask mom or family, not in any priority.  For me, my closest family member is 8 hours away whereas Mr. Smith’s family lives in Myrtle Beach. So, whenever I have an emergency and need help the only available option to ask first is there dad, which I have done.  For Mr. Smith he calls his family first and therefore I am never asked to help.  I would like that first right of refusal be removed completely as My closest family is an 8 hour drive away, however, we have friends that are like family and I would also like to be able to ask them.
c) Would she like it to end as part of the removal of joint custody and modification of visitation?
i) Why? Would it greatly reduce interactions
2) Donald and his new wife do not consistently log into dreambox while on Mr. Smith time Plaintiff’s 78 and 79
3) Head lice
a) Not blaming Donald for head lice—it happens and often it happens because kids get it from school
b) After Donald informed me that the girls had lice, when they returned I I took them to the lice experts Salon in Mt Pleasant to have them checked and rechecked to ensure it was gone
c) I also had myself checked because I did not have anyone else who could check me. I had none.
d) The school has never sent them home from school due to lice. 
e) These lice incidents have all first been discovered during Donald’s time
4) “The girls have not butchered their hair multiple times.” There are two instances I could think they are referring to.
a) The few times that Lucy cut a piece of their hair off when she was younger.   Lucy even went through a phase where she wanted to be like her aunt and do hair so she did on her.  So she would occasionally cut a piece of hers.  To resolve the issue and allow her to still be a hairstyles but discontinue cutting her own hair was we set up a “salon” at my house and she was able to cut moms and Shauns hair the night before we went to the salon to do haircuts. Her cutting her own hair went away. 
b) Nancy decided that she wanted to get a very stylish haircut that matched her friend Zia (it was actually Sally’s daughter that testified earlier this week. . It was short on one side and a pixie on the other side.  It was going to be her first stylish haircut and she was so excited.  It would not necessarily have been a cut that I would do on myself, but this was an opportunity and exercise in a little independence for my daughter.  So we made the appointment and went. She told the stylist what she wanted and was absolutely glowing when we left the salon.  She was now twinsies with Zia and she thought she looked beautiful.  It was so cute in fact that the friend we carpooled to school quickly later also got a similar hair style.  Mr. Smith did not like it and not to long after Nancy received this haircut, on custody time with her dad they went to Myrtle Beach where his sister Monica altered and cut it and she came home defeated and looking like a boy. When she went to school the kids called her “Billy”.  It devasted her.  She felt so good in that haircut that she wanted to get it again. So much so that she asked me to talk to her dad about it in person and so we could all be on the same page.  So, at an eye doctor appointment on a Tuesday or Wednesday, I brought it up to Mr. Smith in front of Nancy and Lucy.. By the end of the appointment, we all agreed she could get it. When she returned from the Thursday custody time I asked her how soon she wanted to make the appointment and she told me that it wasn’t a good idea.  I asked her why she said that and she said that her dad had told her that she shouldn’t do it because she didn’t even like it before and she was remembering it incorrectly. She said that he told her it has caused people at school to bully her, but when she relayed that piece, she said that wasn’t right and his haircut had caused that.   She said she didn’t want to get her haircut.  However, the topic has again come up and she now says she wants to try it even though her dad might alter it again.   
5) Does she every recall Lucy wandering off at a softball game?  
6) Why did you go to Jeans graduation?
a)  I had initially answered no because of my discomfort at that time being around Donald.  But he told me that Jean really wanted me to go which is why I said yes and went. 
7) Was Nancys knees skinned last week to the point that she couldn’t but on her underwear?
a) No.  She skinned her knees and we had to bandaid her up, but she was playing the next day. 
8) Why she picked the vacation weeks I did last summer
a) It was a shortened summer due to COVID and schools starting weeks late.  
b) Summer then ended weeks later than normal due to the late start
c) The following school year started at regular time
d) Donald chose his weeks first.  With those chosen and weeks with mothers day, fathers day , July 4th off the table it left only a few weeks left.  
i) I chose one week that coordinated with my friend and her daughters schedule to be able to go to Mexico 
ii) The other was over Michaels birthday weekend. 
iii) It was never done out of malice. 
9) The girls like having you be a coach on a sport that they want to play.
a) However, he will be a coach and then they have to play that sport even if they don’t want to.
b) He also coaches when they are not allowed to play due to taking a break to catch up in school. Then he brings them to practice/games of sports that they wanted to play to watch him coach even though they are not playing that sport. 
c) It would be in the girls best interest if the girls were allowed one sport each. 
10) Child support was not up to date prior to Aug 2020.  He would routinely not pay the full amount or not pay at all. 
11) See not see his apartment door from the parking lot
a) Stated that from outside you could see the front door of his apartment when Nancy was left at home and called Joan Jones.  The setup of the apartments is that there is a middle step up to the apartment. But the apartments are hallway like and you can not see the doors from there.  
b) Mr. Smith’s apartment was on the top floor of that apartment complex.
c) You could not see the door from the parking lot. 
12) Donald stated that there is no family in Alabama and if we moved we would have no support
a) My mom and dad both live there.  When Donald talks about my family it is as if he doesn’t acknowledge that any family exists besides his.
13) Donald stated that no one has recommended individual counseling to him.
a)  However, in the GAL’s letter to David Devane before mediation in December 2021, she stated that we both could benefit from individual counseling. 
14) It is concerning that not only does Mr. Smith believe that I am making 90% of the decisions wrong as a mother, but also his mother who the girls see and stay with 1 to 2 weekends a month and holidays and birthday believes me to also be making 90% of the decisions wrong as a mother.  
a) Plus, Donald says that he is always talking to her for parenting advice.
15) It is concerning that Lisa was trying to point the finger that the girls dirty underwear, itchy and swollen vagina and lice can only be caused by me.  While the girls have been in my custody time, I have seen an issue with Nancys vagina once or twice. Donald relies heavily on the opinion of Lisa and the fact that she believes these things wholeheartedly is concerning on what type of advice she can give
16) Lisa mentioned a concern about dirt behind Lucy’s ears.  This was actually a question posed to the pediatrician when Lucy was younger. The pediatrician stated it was normal for younger children who had glasses and was from dirt and sweat building up behind the end of the glasses in the back of the ear.  It required harder rubbing with soap behind the ears to get rid of.  
17) Lisa said that the girls have itchy vaginas multiple times where they needed to have lotion and take baths.
a) I have only seen Nancy have that one time in 9 years. 
18) Yesterday Donald stated that he asked all of his female family to help him learn how to parent girls. 
a) However, he never asked me for my opinion on how to parent the girls or what to do with issues.
19) Donald mentioned that the gizmo calls are disruptive and intrusive on his time.  I concur in that the calls seems to be cancelled or not completed a lot. It can not be good for the children to experience having to reject calls, dropped calls or cancelled calls.   It would be better to reduce the amount of times a week that those calls need to occur and move from every other day to one day a week or one time each holiday in the middle the time.
a) Every three days
b) If court reduces his school year weekends to three consecutive overnights, he won’t need to make sure the children call
20) Exchange location
a) The order currently states that it can be at the Fire Museum at Tangier because at the time that it was created that was a central position to both of us. 
b)  Since Mr. Smith has moved around 8 times due to changes in job, it may be beneficial to make the exchange location at LGB school instead
21) Redirect
a) Didn’t Mr. Smith indicate his expectation of moving at the end of this school year
b) Assuming you don’t relocate to Alabama do you have any expectation of moving?
c) Give Mr. Smith’s frequent moves, do you believe a fixed location in the court order for visitation exchanges is needed if you can’t agree on a different location?
d) Are you open to other locations than the one you suggested?
e) Do have concerns about Donald seeking parenting advice from folks who dislike you?
